
What is Contempt? 
 

Contempt is the willful and intentional 

failure to comply with a court order, 

judgment, or decree, by a party to the 

action, which may be punishable by law 

(fine or jail time).  Contempt issues are 

most often seen in cases involving failure 

to pay child support. 
 

What is Enforcement? 
 

Enforcement is when you ask the court to 

enforce an existing order.  This type of 

motion is most often used in cases 

involving child placement. 

 

Why would I file an Enforcement 

Order? 
 Failure to allow placement 

(visitation) 

 Failure to return children from 

placement (visitation) 

 

Why would I file a Contempt 

Order? 
 Failure to follow or abide by a 

judgment 

 Failure to pay child support 

 Failure to pay maintenance 

(alimony) 

 Failure to pay medical expenses 

 Failure to allow use of tax 

exemptions/child credit 

 Failure to pay property division 

payment or return property 

 

 

 
 

 

Is there a waiting period to file a 

contempt or enforcement motion? 

 
No, you will be notified of the hearing date 

set by the Clerk of Courts. 

 

Where do I get the forms I need? 

 
You can get the forms you need from your 

local Clerk of Courts or you can get them 

on the Wisconsin Court system’s Self-Help 

Center at www.wicourts.gov 

 

What form do I use for Contempt? 
 

FA-4176 Decision & Order for Contempt 

 

What form do I use for 

Enforcement? 
 

FA-69 Petition to Enforce Physical 

Placement Order – To allow a parent who 

has been awarded periods of physical 

placement to seek enforcement of a 

physical placement order. 

 

FA-611 Order to Enforce Physical 

Placement Order – Court order to enforce  

a placement order of a court or family court 

commissioner. 
 

 

How do I fill out the Forms? 
 

When filling out the forms, be very precise 

on the relief you want.  Make sure the 

forms are filled out completely.  Type or 

print neatly.  The court must be able to read 

your writing and have no questions about 

what it is you are asking for. 

 

What do I do after I have the 

forms filled out? 
 

After the forms are filled out, make five (5) 

copies.  Take the forms to the Clerk of 

Courts and file your motion.  You will then 

get a time and date for the hearing.  Write 

the time and date on all copies.  The Clerk 

of Courts will keep the original and two of 

your copies.  You will need to keep one for 

yourself, and you will need the other two 

copies to be served on the other party. 
 

Is there a fee to file a Contempt or 

Enforcement Order? 
 

No, there is no fee to file these orders. 

 

Does the other party need to be 

served with the paperwork? 
 

Yes, you must serve notice of the hearing 

along with the court papers on the other 

party no later than five (5) business days 

before the date of the hearing. 

 

http://www.wicourts.gov/


 

 

How do I serve the motions? 

 
You must serve the documents you filed 

on the respondent.  Your local Sheriff’s 

Department, a private process server, or a 

private person (over the age of 18) may 

serve the documents. You, as petitioner, 

may not personally serve the papers.  The 

Sheriff’s Department or private process 

server will charge you for serving the 

papers.   

 

The person serving the papers will have 

to fill out an Affidavit of Service Form.  

The process server must sign the affidavit 

in front of a Notary Public and then file it 

at the Clerk of Courts office prior to the 

hearing.  If this is not possible, you 

should bring the form with you to the 

hearing.  

 

What will happen at the hearing? 

 
At the final hearing you must show the 

court what it is that you want enforced 

since the last order was entered and why.  

The court will then determine if you have 

proven the necessary facts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TThhiiss  pprroojjeecctt  wwaass  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  bbyy  GGrraanntt  NNoo..  

22000066--DDDD--BBXX--00333399  aawwaarrddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  

BBuurreeaauu  ooff  JJuussttiiccee  AAssssiissttaannccee..    TThhee  

BBuurreeaauu  ooff  JJuussttiiccee  AAssssiissttaannccee  iiss  aa  

ccoommppoonneenntt  ooff  tthhee  OOffffiiccee  ooff  JJuussttiiccee  

PPrrooggrraammss,,  wwhhiicchh  aallssoo  iinncclluuddeess  tthhee  

BBuurreeaauu  ooff  JJuussttiiccee  SSttaattiissttiiccss,,  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  

IInnssttiittuuttee  ooff  JJuussttiiccee,,  tthhee  OOffffiiccee  ooff  JJuuvveenniillee  

JJuussttiiccee  aanndd  DDeelliinnqquueennccyy  PPrreevveennttiioonn,,  aanndd  

tthhee  OOffffiiccee  ffoorr  VViiccttiimmss  ooff  CCrriimmee..    PPooiinnttss  

ooff  vviieeww  oorr  ooppiinniioonnss  iinn  tthhiiss  ddooccuummeenntt  aarree  

tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  aauutthhoorr  aanndd  ddoo  nnoott  rreepprreesseenntt  

tthhee  ooffffiiccee  ppoossiittiioonn  oorr  ppoolliicciieess  ooff  tthhee  

UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  JJuussttiiccee..   
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Disclaimer:  This brochure is intended to provide 

the public with general information regarding 

post judgment motions.  It is in no way intended 

to be legal advice.  You must contact a licensed 

attorney for specific legal advice. 

 

 

 


